s 

598.4 
F2w£i 
1974 


NORTH  DAKOTA 


Vaterfow 


WYOMING 


IFICATION 

SOUTH  DAKOTA 

in  the 


:PRASt?A 


COLORAC 


ANSAS 


NEW  MEXICO 


)KLAHOMA 


2  2  1993  texas 

J\  STATE  LIBRARY 
5  E.  6th  AVE. 

59620 


MONTANA  FISH  AND  GAMEVpEPARiafi^NT 


WATERFOWL  IDENTIFICATION 
IN  THE 
CENTRAL  FLYWAY 

Published  by  the 
CENTRAL  FLYWAY 
WATERFOWL  COUNCIL 
1974 


COUNCIL 
MEMBERS 

Colorado 
Kansas 
Montana 
Nebraska 
New  Mexico 
North  Dakota 
Oklahoma 
South  Dakota 
Texas 
Wyoming 

Waterfowl  Identification  Aid  Subcommittee 
Tom  Kuck,  South  Dakota,  Chairman 
Howard  Funk,  Colorado  Charles  Stutzenbaker,  Texas 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

The  Central  Flyway  Waterfowl  Council  wishes  to  thank 
the  many  persons  involved  in  the  collection  of  materials  for 
and  preparation  of  this  identification  guide.  Specific  acknowl- 
edgments are  in  order  for  the  artist,  Donald  A.  Soderlund, 
Jr.,  and  the  South  Dakota  Department  of  Game,  Fish  and 
Parks  and  its  Information  and  Education  Section  for  its  special 
efforts  and  cooperation.  The  Council  also  wishes  to  thank  the 
U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  United  States  Department  of 
The  Interior,  for  the  use  of  artwork  from  "Ducks  At  A 
Distance." 

This  booklet  has  been  published  with  funds  derived  from 
state  hunting  license  sales  and  Federal  excise  taxes  on  sport- 
ing arms  and  ammunition. 

CONTENTS 


Introduction    3 

Topography  of  Duck    5 

Puddle  Duck 

Characteristics    6 

Diving  Duck 

Characteristics   ........  7 

PUDDLE  DUCKS  8-27 

Mallard    8 

Black  Duck   10 

Mottled  Duck   10 

Mexican  Duck   10 

Pintail   12 

Gadwall   14 

American  Wigeon   16 

Shoveler   18 

Wood  Duck   20 

Green-winged  Teal  22 

Blue-winged  Teal   24 

Cinnamon  Teal  25 

Fulvous  Tree  Duck   26 


Black-bellied  Tree  Duck    .  26 

American  Coot  26 

DIVING  DUCKS  ....28-41 

Canvasback  28 

Redhead   30 

Lesser  Scaup   32 

Ring-necked  Duck   34 

Bufflehead   36 

Common  Goldeneye   38 

Barrow's  Goldeneye   39 

Ruddy  Duck   40 

Hooded  Merganser  42 

Common  Merganser  44 

White-fronted  Goose   46 

Canada  Goose  47 

Snow  Goose   48 

Ross' Goose   48 

Blue  Goose   49 

Whistling  Swan  50 

Trumpeter  Swan  51 


2 


INTRODUCTION 


Waterfowl  numbers  have  been  greatly  reduced  since 
early  settlement  of  North  America.  Drainage  of  marsh- 
lands for  farmland,  cities  and  industrial  sites  has  been  the 
major  detrimental  factor  toward  reduction  of  nesting  habi- 
tat. State,  federal,  and  provincial  wildlife  agencies  and 
private  conservation  organizations  have  been  attempting  to 
offset  habitat  losses  in  the  United  States,  Canada,  and 
Mexico  by  purchase  and  development  of  wetlands  for 
production  areas.  However,  thousands  of  acres  are  still 
being  lost  annually. 

The  Flyway  System  was  initiated  in  1948  to  allow 
differing  regulations  relating  to  individual  waterfowl  popu- 
lations migrating  through  each  Flyway.  This  was  the 
genesis  of  species  management.  Further  efforts  toward 
species  management  came  into  being  when  bag  limits  were 
reduced  or  seasons  closed  on  specific  species  that  were  in 
danger.  Flock  management  within  Flyways  was  put  into 
effect  to  allow  more  refinement  in  regulations  for  specific 
groups  of  birds. 

The  most  recent  innovation  is  the  point-system  regu- 
lation for  duck  hunting.  Point  values  are  assigned  each 
duck  species  on  the  basis  of  availability.  Those  in  good 
supply  are  given  low  point  values,  while  those  in  lesser 
supply  have  higher  point  values.  The  point-system  regula- 
tion also  allows  in-hand  identification  of  the  duck  taken 
which  helps  the  hunter  avoid  violation. 

Every  effort  is  being  made  to  allow  the  most  generous 
seasons  possible  with  the  greatest  amount  of  freedom  for 
the  hunter.  Thus,  it  remains  up  to  the  sportsman  to  take 
his  share  of  the  responsibility  and  train  himself  in  identifi- 
cation of  waterfowl,  not  only  in  hand,  but  also  in  flight. 

This  booklet  demonstrates  a  sincere  effort  on  the  part 
of  the  Central  Flyway  Waterfowl  Council  to  aid  the  sports- 
man in  waterfowl  identification.  Paintings  of  ducks  in 
various  stages  of  plumage,  photos  of  wings,  and  descrip- 
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tions  of  distinguishing  characteristics  have  been  included 
as  an  aid  to  identification  of  birds  in  hand  and  in  flight. 

The  observer  should  become  familiar  with  seasonal 
variations  in  coloration  patterns  of  plumage.  Sexes  of  some 
species  are  nearly  identical  year-round,  but  most  species 
exhibit  marked  differences  between  sexes  with  the  male 
being  more  brightly  colored.  However,  the  brighter  plum- 
age of  the  male  is  present  only  from  fall  through  the 
spring  breeding  season.  In  summer,  the  male  molts  and 
resembles  the  hen  very  closely.  Its  coloration  gradually 
changes  from  hen-like  to  a  blotchy,  partial  coloration,  and 
finally  full  winter  plumage.  Young-of-the-year  males  also 
evolve  through  these  stages. 

Thus,  about  the  first  of  October  when  hunting  seasons 
are  likely  to  begin  in  the  Central  Flyway,  many  males 
may  resemble  females  or  are  in  various  stages  of  molt 
toward  full  winter  coloration.  However,  there  are  charac- 
teristics which  will  help  identification.  For  example,  the 
male's  bill  is  usually  quite  different  from  the  female's. 
The  female's  bill  in  most  species  will  have  dark  spots  or 
blotches.  Wings  are  also  different  between  sexes  for  most 
species.  It  should  also  be  noted  that  wings  retain  similar 
characteristics  throughout  the  year  while  the  body  plumage 
is  changing.  Foot  coloration  can  also  be  useful  in  identify- 
ing species.  These  features  as  well  as  other  distinguishing 
characteristics,  including  some  to  watch  for  in  flight,  are 
made  note  of  in  the  text  or  otherwise  pointed  out  in  this 
booklet. 

As  with  most  endeavors,  there  is  no  substitute  for 
experience.  Efforts  toward  mastery  of  identification  should 
take  place  in  the  field.  The  design  and  plastic  material  of 
this  booklet  were  specifically  selected  to  make  the  booklet 
rugged  and  encourage  its  use  while  hunting.  Careful  study 
and  use  of  this  guide  coupled  with  experience  gained  while 
observing  waterfowl  in  the  field  will  allow  identification 
to  become  automatic. 

CENTRAL  FLYWAY  WATERFOWL  COUNCIL 
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TOPOGRAPHY  OF  A  TYPICAL  DUCK 


TOP  VIEW  OF  TYPICAL  DUCK  WING 


TERTIAL 
COVERTS 
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PUDDLE  OR  DABBLING  DUCK 
CHARACTERISTICS 


SPRING  INTO  AIR  ON  TAKE  OFF 


DIVING  DUCK  CHARACTERISTICS 


ON  TAKE  OFF  PATTER  ALONG  SURFACE  FOR  SOME  DISTANCE 
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PUDDLE  DUCKS 


Body:  Chestnut  chest,  white  belly,  dark  rump  and  white  tail. 
Head  brilliant  green.  White  neck-ring.  Bill  greenish  yellow. 
Feet  dull  to  bright  reddish  orange.  Wings:  Grayish  brown 
with  bright  blue  speculum  bordered  on  leading  and  trailing 
edges  with  distinct  white  bars.  Voice:  Low  raspy  rink.  In 
flight:  White  tail  and  underwings  contrast  with  dark  chest 
and  head.  — 


MALE  —  FALL 

Ranging  from  drab  hen-like  appearance  to  blotchy  near- 
winter  coloration.  Bill,  wings  and  feet  same  as  in  winter. 
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Body:  Drab  brown  with  whitish  tail.  Bill  orange  with  black 
spots  or  blotches.  Feet  orangish.  Wings:  Similar  to  male  but 
usually  more  buffy-edged  coverts.  White  bar  on  leading 
edge  of  speculum  extends  over  the  tertial  coverts.  Voice: 
Loud  resonant  quack. 


MALE  FEMALE 
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SLACK  DUCK  (Sexes  Similar) 


LARGE  DUCK, 
21/2-3  POUNDS, 
24-28  INCHES  LONG 


MOTTLED  DUCK  (Sexes  Similar) 


Restricted  to  Gulf 
Coast  of  Texas 
and  Louisiana 


LARGE  DUCK, 
IV2-2V2  POUNDS, 
19-22  INCHES  LONG 


MEXICAN  DUCK  (Sexes  Similar) 

Restricted  to  Trans-Pecos 
of  Texas,  Western  New  Mexico 
and  Eastern 
Arizona 


LARGE  DUCK, 
lVi-2Vz  POUNDS, 
19-22  INCHES  LONG 


MALE 


BLACK  DUCK,  (BLACK  MALLARD,  BLACK) 


(Black,  Mottled 
and  Mexican  Duck) 


FEMALE 


Body:  Dark  sooty  appearance  with  lighter  head.  Bill  of  male 
yellow  to  greenish  yellow;  female  bill  greenish  olive  with 
blotches.  Feet  orange  to  reddish  orange.  Wings:  Dark  with 
purplish  blue  speculum  bordered  with  black  bars  on  leading 
and  trailing  edges.  Voice:  Female,  loud  quack;  male,  low 
raspy  rink.  In  Flight:  Black  body  contrasts  with  white  under- 
wings. 


MOTTLED  DUCK  (SUMMER  MALLARD,  BLACK) 

Body:  Dark  but  lighter  than  Black  Duck  because  of  more 
buff  edging.  Head  and  neck  buffy  with  thin  streaking.  Chin 
of  female  lacks  streaking;  male  chin  slight  to  moderate 
streaking.  Bill  of  male  yellow  to  greenish  yellow;  female 
bill  orange  with  black  spots  or  blotches.  Feet  orange  to 
bright  reddish  orange.  Wings:  Similar  to  Black  Duck  although 
lighter.  Trailing  edge  of  speculum  often  bordered  with  faint 
white  bars.  Voice:  Female,  loud  quack;  male,  low  raspy  rink. 
In  Flight:  Identical  to  Black  Duck. 


MEXICAN  DUCK 

Body:  Dark  appearance  similar  to  Mottled  Duck.  Head  and 
neck  buffy  with  distinct  streaking.  Bill  of  male  yellow  to 
greenish  yellow;  female  bill  orange  with  black  spots  or 
blotches.  Feet  orange  to  reddish  orange.  Wings:  Purplish 
blue  to  greenish  blue  speculum  bordered  with  black  and 
white  bars  on  leading  and  trailing  edges.  White  bar  on 
leading  edge  sometimes  indistinct  or  buffy.  Voice:  Female, 
loud  quack;  male,  low  raspy  rink.  In  Flight:  Similar  to 
Black  and  Mottled  ducks. 
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LARGE-APPEARING  DUCK, 
2-2y2  POUNDS, 
22-27  INCHES  LONG 


MALE  — WINTER 


Body:  White  over  neck,  chest  and  belly.  Head  brown.  Bill 
bluish  with  black  strip  down  middle.  Feet  gray.  Elongated 
black  tail.  Wings:  Distinct  gray  with  iridescent  green  specu- 
lum bordered  on  leading  edge  with  buff  and  trailing  edge 
with  white.  Voice:  Whistle.  In  Flight:  Very  elongated  body. 
White  neck  and  belly  contrasts  with  dark  head. 


MALE  —  FALL 

Ranging  from  mottled  drab  grayish  brown  plumage  to  a 
blotchy  near-winter  coloration.  Bill,  feet  and  wings  same 
as  in  wiriter. 
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Body:  Mottled  drab  brown.  Head  dull  brown.  Bill  gray  with 
small  black  spots.  Feet  gray.  Wings:  Mottled  brown  and 
buff  with  dull  brownish  speculum.  Voice:  Hoarse  quack. 


GADWALL  (GRAY  DUCK) 


MALE  — WINTER 

Body:  Gray-brown  appearance.  White  belly.  Black  upper  - 
and  undertail  coverts.  Bill  black  with  trace  of  orange  at 
base  and  on  lower  edge.  Feet  bright  orangish  yellow.  Wings: 
White  in  speculum  (only  puddle  duck  with  such).  Greater 
coverts  black;  part  of  middle  and  lesser  coverts  chestnut. 
Voice:  Whistle  and  nyaak.  In  Flight:  White  belly  and  dark 
rump.  White  and  black  wing  speculum  evident. 


FALL 


Ranging  from  mottled  grayish  brown  to  near-winter  colora- 
tion. Dark  gray,  crescent-marked  feathers  on  chest.  Black 
in  tail  coverts.  Bill  orangish.  Feet  and  wings  same  as  in 
winter. 
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FEMALE  —  ALL  SEASONS 

Body:  Mottled  buff  and  brown.  White  belly.  Bill  yellow- 
orange  with  black  spotting.  Feet  bright  orangish  yellow. 
Wings:  Mottled  gray  similar  to  male  but  with  less  black  and 
chestnut  in  coverts.  Speculum  white  and  black.  Voice:  Soft 
high-pitched  quack. 
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AMERICAN  WIGEON 


Body:  Pinkish  brown  back  and  sides.  White  belly.  Crown 
white  or  buffy.  Glossy  green  eye-mask.  Bill  short,  grayish 
blue  with  black  tip  and  base.  Feet  grayish  blue.  Wings: 
Greater  and  middle  coverts  form  white  shoulder.  Speculum 
glossy  green  shading  to  black.  Voice:  Whistle  repeated  in 
threes.  In  Flight:  White  belly.  White  wing-shoulder.  White 
head- crown  and  black  rump  evident. 


Ranging  in  appearance  from  mottled  pinkish  brown  over 
back  and  sides  to  blotchy  near-winter  coloration.  Crown 
and  eye-mask  faintly  evident.  Bill,  feet  and  wings  same  as 
in  winter. 
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FEMALE  — ALL  SEASONS 


Body:  Mottled  brown.  Distinct  white  belly.  Head  grayish 
with  dark  speckles.  Short  grayish  blue  bill  with  dark  tip. 
Feet  grayish  blue.  Wings:  Lesser,  middle  and  greater  coverts 
brownish,  edged  distinctively  in  white.  Speculum  dull  green- 
ish black.  Voice:  Qua-awk. 


MALE  FEMALE 
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SHOVELER  (SPOONBILL) 


MEDIUM-SIZED  DUCK, 
IV4-IV2  POUNDS,  18-20 
INCHES  LONG 


MALE  — WINTER 


Body:  Rich  cinnamon  belly.  White  chest  and  tail.  Head 
iridescent  green.  Bill  black,  long,  broad  and  spoon-shaped. 
Eyes  yellow.  Feet  orange.  Wings:  Lesser  and  middle  coverts 
sky  blue;  greater  coverts  form  distinct  white  bar.  Speculum 
iridescent  green.  Central  shaft  of  primaries  distinctively 
white.  Voice:  Silent  or  weak  took-took.  In  Flight:  Spoon- 
shaped  bill  and  head  appear  large  and  carried  low.  White 
chest  contrasts  with  cinnamon  belly. 


MALE  —  FALL 


Ranging  from  mottled  dull  gray-brown  to  near-winter 
coloration.  Belly  and  sides  usually  retain  some  cinnamon. 
Tail  dusky  white.  Bill  remains  dark  with  tinge  of  orange. 
Eyes,  feet  and  wings  same  as  in  winter. 
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FEMALE  — ALL  SEASONS 


Body:  Mottled  drab  brown.  Bill  large,  spoon -shaped  and 
orangish  green,  usually  with  black  spots.  Tail  dusky  white. 
Feet  bright  orange.  Wings:  Lesser  and  middle  coverts 
brownish,  tinged  with  sky  blue;  greater  coverts  form  distinct 
white  bar.  Speculum  subdued  green.  Central  shaft  of  pri- 
maries distinctively  white.  Voice:  Feeble  quack. 
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WOOD  DUCK 
(WOODY,  SQUEALER) 


Body:  Dark  iridescence  showing  white  flecking  on  cinnamon 
chest.  Sides  vermiculated  tan.  Belly  white.  Head-crest  with 
distinct  white  stripes.  Eyes  red.  Short  multicolored  bill. 
Feet  dull  gold.  Wings:  Coverts  and  speculum  iridescent 
green,  purple  and  blue.  White  bar  on  trailing  edge  of  specu- 
lum. Silver-edged  primaries.  Voice:  Plaintive  squeal.  In 
Flight:  Large  head  held  high.  White  belly.  Large  square  tail 
evident. 


FALL 


Ranging  from  blotchy  dull  coloration  to  near-winter  plum- 
age. Belly,  throat  and  chin  whitish.  Eyes,  feet,  bill  and  wings 
same  as  in  winter. 
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FEMALE  — ALL  SEASONS 


Body:  Drab  brown.  Belly  white.  Back  showing  iridescent 
bronze.  Chest  and  sides  with  white  flecking.  Head  with  crest 
and  distinct  comet-shaped  white  eye-ring.  Bill  dusky  black 
with  traces  of  orange.  Feet  dull  gold.  Wings:  Similar  to  male 
but  speculum  with  teardrop -shaped  white  trailing  edge. 
Voice:  Variety  of  whistles. 
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GREEN-WINGED  TEAL 
(GREEN-WING) 


MALE  — WINTER 

Body:  Grayish  with  much  vermiculation.  Chest  tan  with 
dark  spots.  Belly  white.  White  vertical  bar  on  sides.  Head 
cinnamon  with  iridescent  green  eye-mask.  Bill  and  feet 
grayish  black.  Wings:  Mostly  brown  with  iridescent  green 
and  black  speculum.  Voice:  Twittering  whistle.  In  Flight: 
Very  small.  Flight  swift  and  erratic.  Males  show  white  belly 
opposed  to  dark  belly  on  Blue -wing  and  Cinnamon  Teal. 


FALL 


Ranging  from  mottled  brown  to  near- winter  coloration.  Belly 
white.  Head  may  have  traces  of  green  and  cinnamon.  Bill, 
feet  and  wings  same  as  in  winter. 
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MALE  — WINTER 

Body:  Pale  grayish  cinnamon  with  numerous  black  spots. 
Head  purplish  with  distinct  white  crescent.  White  spot  on 
flank.  Bill  black.  Feet  dull  gold.  Wings:  Lesser  and  middle 
coverts  sky  blue;  greater  coverts  form  distinct  white  bar. 
Speculum  green.  Voice:  Whistling  peep.  In  Flight:  Small, 
erratic  flyer.  Blue  wing-patch  and  white  crescent  visible  up 
close. 


MALE  —  FALL 

Ranging  from  mottled  dull  brown  to  near-winter  coloration. 
Bill,  feet  and  wings  same  as  in  winter. 
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FEMALE  — ALL  SEASONS 


Body:  Mottled  brown  with  white  belly.  Head  somewhat 
lighter  brown.  Bill  grayish  black  with  black  spots.  Feet  dull 
greenish  yellow.  Wings:  Similar  to  male  except  white  bar 
blotched  with  gray.  Voice:  High-pitched  quack. 


CINNAMON  TEAL 

Rare  east  of  Rocky  Mountains. 

MALE  — WINTER 

/  \  Cinnamon  body.  Wing  identical  to 

B  male  Blue-wing. 

WF  MALE  — FALL 

^^^L  Similar  to  Blue-wing  with  blotches 

I™|  of  cinnamon. 

JBf  FEMALE 

Cannot  be  distinguished  from  female 
Blue-wing. 
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FULVOUS  TREE  DUCK 
(Sexes  Identical) 


MEDIUM-SIZED  DUCK, 
UP  TO  2  POUNDS, 
18-22  INCHES  LONG 


Restricted  to  South  Texas. 
Southwest  Arizona, 
California  and  Mexico 


BLACK-BELLIED  TREE 
(Sexes  Identical) 


MEDIUM-SIZED  DUCK 
UP  TO  2  POUNDS, 
18-22  INCHES  LONG 

Restricted  to 
South  Texas 
and  Mexico 


AMERICAN  COOTHL  ^ 
(Sexes  Identical) 


MEDIUM-SIZED  WATER 
BIRD  NOT  BELONGING 
TO  DUCK  FAMILY  BUT 
FOUND  IN  CLOSE  ASSOCIATION 
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FULVOUS  TREE  DUCK  (MEXICAN  SQUEALER) 


Body:  Light  cinnamon  with  dark  back.  Very  long  neck. 
Short  dark  tail  with  white  upper-  and  undertail  coverts. 
Bill  bluish  black.  Long  bluish  gray  legs.  Wings:  Lesser  and 
middle  coverts  cinnamon;  remainder  dusky  black.  Voice: 
High-pitched  whistling  ka-tee.  In  Flight:  Long  legs  extend 
behind  body. 


BLACK-BELLIED  TREE  DUCK 
(PE-CHE-CHE-NE  DUCK) 

Body:  Light  cinnamon  chest  and  lower  neck  with  distinct 
black  belly.  Sides  of  head  ashy  gray.  Bill  bright  pink.  Long 
pinkish  legs.  Wings:  Lesser,  middle,  greater  and  primary 
coverts  white.  Voice:  Shrill  whistling  pe-che-che-ne.  In 
Flight:  Long  legs  extend  behind  body.  Black  belly  evident. 


COOT  (MUD  HEN,  POULE  D'EAU) 

Body:  Sooty  gray  with  somewhat  darker  head,  back  and 
wings.  White  undertail  coverts.  Feet  with  lobed  toes  and 
sharp  claws.  Bill  whitish  or  ivory  with  red  markings.  Eyes 
red.  Wings:  Overall  sooty  gray.  Secondaries  tipped  with 
white.  Voice:  Quarrelsome  high-pitched  twittering.  In  Flight: 
Dark  body  contrasts  with  white  bill  and  undertail  coverts. 
Strong  but  reluctant  flyer. 
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DIVING  DUCKS 


Body:  Grayish  white  with  heavy  vermiculation.  Black  chest 
and  rump.  Head  and  neck  burnished  red.  Forehead  slopes 
into  elongated  black  bill.  Eyes  red.  Feet  gray.  Wings:  Gray- 
ish white  coverts  and  tertials.  Pearl  gray  speculum;  re- 
mainder dark  gray.  Voice:  Croak,  peep  and  growl.  In  Flight: 
Feet  outstretched  beyond  tail.  Elongated  neck  and  body. 
White  belly  contrasts  with  black  chest  and  rump. 


Ranging  from  mottled  grayish  brown  to  near-winter  colora- 
tion. Head  brown.  Eyes,  bill,  feet  and  wings  same  as  in 
winter. 
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FEMALE  — ALL  SEASONS 


Body:  Mottled  gray-brown.  Head,  neck  and  rump  brown. 
Belly  white.  Whitish  area  around  eyes  and  at  base  of  bill. 
Eyes  black.  Bill  black.  Feet  gray.  Wings:  Similar  to  male. 
Voice:  Quack. 


MALE  FEMALE 
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REDHEAD 


Body:  Back  and  sides  grayish.  Chest  and  rump  black.  Belly 
white.  Head  rounded  and  rusty  red.  Bill  gray  with  white 
band  toward  tip.  Feet  gray.  Eyes  lemon  yellow.  Wings: 
Grayish  brown  with  faint  white  flecking.  Speculum  dull 
pearl  gray  with  faint  white  trailing  edge.  Voice:  Deep  meow 
or  purr.  In  Flight:  Rapid  wingbeat.  Flock  usually  flies  low 
in  well-formed  V.  White  belly  contrasts  with  black  chest 
and  red  head. 


MALE  —  FALL 

Ranging  from  brownish  gray  with  faint  reddish  head  and 
neck  to  blotchy  near-winter  appearance.  Eyes,  bill,  feet  and 
wings  same  as  in  winter. 
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FEMALE 


ALL  SEASONS 


Body:  Mottled  gray-brown  with  dusky  white  belly.  Pale 
area  at  base  of  bill  and  around  dark  brown  eyes.  Bill  and 
feet  similar  to  male  but  lighter.  Wings:  Similar  to  male  but 
less  flecking.  Voice:  Loud  squawk  or  quack. 


SCAUP  RING-NECKED  DUCK 

(BLUEBILL)  (RINGBILL) 
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Body:  Gray  vermiculated  back  with  white  sides  and  belly. 
Head  purple-black.  Chest  and  rump  black.  Eyes  yellow.  Bill 
light  blue,  short  and  broad.  Feet  gray.  Wings:  Dark  brown 
with  white  flecking  on  coverts  and  tertials.  Speculum  white. 
Voice:  Purr.  In  Flight:  Rapid  wingbeat.  Dark  head  and 
chest  contrast  with  white  belly. 


MALE  —  FALL 


Ranging  from  bluish  brown  to  blotchy  near-winter  colora- 
tion. Belly  whitish.  Head  dark  with  scattering  of  white  at 
base  of  bill.  Bill,  eyes,  feet  and  wings  same  as  in  winter. 
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FEMALE  — ALL  SEASONS 


Body:  Dull  brown  with  distinct  white  belly.  Prominent  white 
patch  at  base  of  bill.  Eyes  yellow.  Bill  and  feet  similar  to 
male.  Wings:  Dark  brown  with  minute  white  flecking  on 
coverts.  Speculum  white.  Voice:  Purr  or  silent. 


REDHEAD  RING-NECKED  DUCK 

(RINGBILL) 
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RING-NECKED  DUCK 
(RINGBILL,  BLACKJACK) 


MEDIUM-SIZED  DUCK, 
l'/2-2  POUNDS. 
1618  INCHES  LONG 


MALE  —  WINTER 


Body:  Black  back,  chest  and  rump  with  white  crescent  on 
side.  Belly  white.  Head  blackish  purple  with  distinct  crest. 
Faint  chestnut  ring  around  neck.  Eyes  yellow- orange.  Bill 
gray  with  white  band  at  base  and  toward  tip.  Feet  grayish 
blue.  Wings:  Greenish- glossed  coverts.  Speculum  pearl  gray 
with  faint  white  trailing  edge.  Voice:  Purr.  In  Flight:  Dark 
head,  neck,  back  and  rump  contrast  with  white  belly.  Wing- 
beat  fast.  Flight  formation  open. 


MALE  —  FALL 


Ranging  from  mottled  brownish  black  with  dusky  white 
belly  to  near- winter  coloration.  Faint  white  crescent  on 
sides.  Eyes,  bill,  feet  and  wings  same  as  in  winter. 
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FEMALE  — ALL  SEASONS 


Body:  Blackish  brown  back.  Brown  head,  neck  and  sides. 
Belly  white.  Whitish  eye-ring  and  face-patch.  Eyes  brown. 
Bill,  feet  and  wings  similar  to  male.  Voice:  Occasional  purr. 


MALE 


FEMALE 


MALE 


SCAUP 
(BLUEBILL) 


REDHEAD 
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Body:  White  belly  and  sides  with  black  back  and  dusky 
rump.  Puffy-appearing  head  with  multicolored  iridescence 
and  fan- shaped  white  patch.  Bill  short  and  bluish  gray. 
Feet  pinkish.  Wings:  Mostly  black.  Coverts  and  secondaries 
form  large  white  patch.  Voice:  Squeaky  whistle.  In  Flight: 
Small  flighty  bird.  White  belly.  Puffy  head.  White  head- 
patch  and  trailing  edge  of  underwings  evident. 


Ranging  from  a  mottled  grayish  white  to  near-winter  colora- 
tion. Head  puffy  and  brownish.  White  head- patch  streaked 
with  dusky  black.  Bill,  feet  and  wings  same  as  in  winter. 
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Body:  Grayish  white  with  brown  back,  tail  and  rump.  Head 
puffy- appearing  and  brown  with  small  white  patch  behind 
eye.  Bill  and  feet  brownish  gray.  Wings:  Brown  with  inner 
secondaries  forming  small  white  portion  of  speculum.  Voice: 
Hoarse  quack. 


MALE  FEMALE 
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COMMON  GOLDENEYE 
(WHISTLER) 


MEDIUM-SIZED  DUCK 
13/4-2V4  POUNDS, 
17-20  INCHES  LONG 


MALE  —  WINTER 


Body:  Black  back  contrasts  with  white  belly.  Iridescent 
green  head.  Eyes  gold.  Round  white  spot  on  cheek.  Bill  short 
and  black.  Feet  yellow-orange.  Wings:  Coverts  and  seculum 
form  white  patch;  remainder  of  wing  black.  Voice:  Piercing 
speer.  In  Flight:  White  on  body.  Dark  head.  White  on  trail- 
ing edge  of  underwings.  Fast  wingbeat  causes  distinct  whis- 
tling sound. 


MALE  —  FALL 


Ranging  from  dull  gray  appearance  to  blotchy  near- winter 
coloration.  Head  brownish  green.  White  spot  in  front  of 
eyes  blotched  with  brown.  Eyes,  bill,  wings  and  feet  same 
as  in  winter. 
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FEMALE  — ALL  SEASONS 


Body:  Mottled  gray  over  back,  chest  and  sides.  Throat  and 
belly  white.  Brown  head  lacks  white  cheek-spot.  Bill  short 
and  black,  occasionally  with  orangish  tip.  Feet  yellow- 
orange.  Wings:  Dark  with  lesser  and  middle  coverts  gray; 
inner  greater  coverts  and  secondaries  white.  Voice:  Low 
quack. 


MALE 


FEMALE 


BARROW  S  GOLDENEYE 


Purple  head  with  crescent- shaped  white  cheek-spot.  Re- 
mainder of  bird  similar  to  Common  Goldeneye.  Rare  east  of 
Rocky  Mountains. 


39 


MALE  —  FALL  AND  WINTER 

Body:  Barred  brown  with  lighter  belly.  Brown  spike-like 
tail.  Dark  crowned  head.  Grayish  white  to  white  face-patch. 
Bill  and  feet  gray.  Wings:  Brownish  with  slight  white  fleck- 
ing. Voice:  Cluck.  In  Flight:  Small,  drab,  stubby-necked 
bird.  Rapid  wingbeat.  Reluctant  flyer;  flies  low. 


MALE  — SPRING  AND  SUMMER 

Rusty  brown  with  barred  brown,  black  and  white  belly.  Tail 
brown.  Crown  of  head  black.  White  face-patch.  Bill  bright 
blue.  Wings  and  feet  same  as  in  winter. 
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FEMALE  — ALL  SEASONS 


Body:  Similar  to  male  in  winter  but  lighter  sides.  Face- 
patch,  often  indistinct,  with  dark  stripe.  Bill,  feet  and  wings 
similar  to  male  in  winter.  Voice:  Occasional  weak  cluck. 


MALE  FEMALE 
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HOODED  MERGANSER 


Body:  Black  back  with  two  prominent  black  bars  between 
chest  and  sides.  White  belly.  Vermiculated  tan  sides.  Dark 
greenish  black  head  with  distinct  hood  and  fan-shaped 
white  area.  Eyes  yellow.  Bill  blackish,  narrow  and  serrated. 
Feet  dull  yellowish  olive.  Wings:  Lesser  and  middle  coverts 
gray,  greater  coverts,  secondaries  and  tertials  black  and 
white;  remainder  dark.  Voice:  Series  of  coarse  grunts.  In 
Flight:  Small  size.  Rapid  wingbeat.  White  head-patch  and 
belly  contrast  with  dark  head. 


MALE  —  FALL 


Ranging  from  blotchy  brown,  black  and  white  to  near- 
winter  coloration.  Belly  white.  Hood  present  but  lacking 
distinct  white  pattern.  Eyes,  feet,  bill  and  wings  same  as  in 
winter. 
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FEMALE  — ALL  SEASONS 

Body:  Dark  back  with  chest  and  sides  mottled  gray.  Belly 
white.  Hood  rusty.  Eyes  yellow- brown.  Narrow,  serrated 
blackish  bill  with  yellow  or  orange  tinge.  Feet  greenish 
brown.  Wings:  Similar  to  male  but  with  less  white.  Coverts 
brown  instead  of  gray.  Voice:  Rough  grunt. 
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Body:  Black  back.  Belly,  chest  and  sides  white,  tinted  with 
pink.  Greenish  black  head  with  narrow,  serrated  dusky  red 
bill.  Eyes  reddish  brown.  Feet  reddish.  Wings:  Middle  cov- 
erts creamy  white.  Speculum  white  with  black  leading  edge. 
Tertials  pale  creamy  yellow;  remainder  blackish.  Voice: 
Hoarse  croak.  In  Flight:  Elongated  white  body  contrasts  with 
dark  head.  Rapid  wingbeat. 


FALL 


Ranging  from  mottled  gray,  black  and  white  body  with 
black- streaked  cinnamon  brown  head  to  near-winter  colora- 
tion. Belly  white.  Feet,  eyes,  bill  and  wings  same  as  in 
winter. 
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FEMALE  — ALL  SEASONS 

Body:  Mottled  gray  with  white  chest  and  belly.  Head  reddish 
brown  with  crest.  Whitish  chin.  Bill  and  feet  similar  to 
male  but  dull  red.  Wings:  Coverts  and  tertials  grayish.  White 
speculum  with  black  leading  edge;  remainder  black.  Voice: 
Hoarse  croak. 


MALE  FEMALE 
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IMMATURE 


Body:  Grayish  brown.  Adult  characterized  from  immature 
by  black  barring  on  breast  and  white  on  face.  Bill  yellow- 
gold  with  adult  showing  some  pink  at  base  and  tip.  Feet 
yellow-orange.  Voice:  High-pitched  ke -lee -lee -lee.  In  Flight: 
Yellow-orange  feet  and  black-barred  breast  in  adult  evident. 
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CANADA  GOOSE  (HONKER) 
(Sexes  Similar) 


Body:  Blackish  brown  back  and  sides.  Chest  and  belly  vary 
from  brownish  to  pearl  gray  with  larger  subspecies  usually 
lighter.  Head  and  neck  jet  black  with  white  cheek-  and 
throat-patch.  Bill  and  feet  black.  Voice:  Deep -throated 
honk.  In  Flight:  Black  head  and  neck  with  white  cheek  and 
throat  evident.  Immature  and  adult  similar. 
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Body:  Adult  snow  white;  immature  dusky  white.  Bill  of 
adult  pink  with  whitish  tip  immature  bill,  dusky.  Bill 
forms  "grin-patch' '  where  upper  and  lower  portions  meet. 
Feet  of  adult  pink;  immature  feet,  dusky.  Wings:  Adult,  snow 
white  with  black  primaries;  immature,  dusky  with  black 
primaries.  Voice:  Harsh,  high-pitched  yelp.  In  Flight:  Adult, 
snow  white  body  and  black  wing  tips;  immature,  dusky 
white  body  and  black  wing  tips. 


ROSS'  GOOSE 


Small  mallard-sized  goose.  Identical 
to  Snow  Goose  in  coloration  but  has 
small  short  bill.  Lacks  "grin-patch." 
Adult  with  wart- like  tissue  at  base 
of  bill. 
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BLUE  GOOSE  (BLUES) 
(Sexes  Similar)  A  C0L0R.PHASE  0F  THE 


Body:  Slate  gray.  Head  of  adult  white;  immature,  gray  with 
small  white  patch  on  chin.  Feet,  bill  and  "grin-patch"  same 
as  Snows.  Wings:  Slate  gray  with  darker  primaries  in  both 
adult  and  immature.  Voice:  Same  as  Snow.  In  Flight:  Adult, 
white  head  and  white  or  light  belly;  immature,  slate  gray 
with  darker  wing  tips. 
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WHISTLING  SWAN  (WHISTLER) 
(Sexes  Similar) 


J6 


'ADULT 


— .  ... 


VERY  LARGE  BIRD,  11-20 
POUNDS,  48-57  INCHES  LONG 


Body:  Adult  entirely  snow  white;  immature  grayish  white. 
Primaries  whitish  as  opposed  to  black  primaries  on  Snow 
Goose.  Adult  feet  and  bill  black  with  yellow  spot  on  bill  in 
front  of  eye;  immature,  dull  pinkish  feet  and  bill,  and  bill 
lacks  yellow  spot.  Voice:  Loud,  musical  and  VaS&k,  wow- 
wow-ou  and  who-who.  In  Flight:  Very  long  white  n£c%  and 
body.  Black  bill  and  feet  evident. 
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TRUMPETER  SWAN  (BUGLER) 
(Sexes  Similar) 


VERY  LARGE  BIRD, 
20-38  POUNDS, 
60-70  INCHES  LONG 


Body:  Adult  white;  immature  grayish  white.  Primaries  simi- 
lar to  Whistler.  Adult  feet  and  bill  black  with  salmon  red 
streak  along  edge  of  bill;  immature,  dull  yellowish  brown 
feet  and  black  bill  with  pinkish  markings  on  ridge  and  edge. 
Voice:  Resonant  trumpeting  call.  In  Flight:  Similar  to  Whis- 
tler. Generally  local,  nonmigrating  populations. 
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